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BUSSELL HIGHWAY 
Grievance 

MS L. METTAM (Vasse) [9.36 am]: I direct my grievance to the Minister for Transport about the urgent need 
for the dualling of Bussell Highway between Capel and Busselton. This grievance is related to safety concerns, 
particularly as we approach the Easter long weekend, which is traditionally the busiest weekend of the year for 
visitors travelling to the south west. Even more visitors are expected over this weekend than the recent March long 
weekend when in excess of 20 000 vehicles a day were recorded, which caused some very significant delays. The 
minister would be aware that last week questions were asked in the upper house that revealed that from 
1 January 2013 to 31 December 2017 there had been 134 crashes on this stretch of road. Of these crashes, four 
involved fatalities, 15 people were hospitalised and 65 crashes caused major damage. I am not alone when 
I express my concern for the safety of my constituents who regularly travel on this stretch of road and for the many 
visitors who drive on this single carriageway between Capel and Busselton. The RAC has identified this road as 
one of the top 10 riskiest roads in Western Australia due to its narrowness and lack of overtaking opportunities. 
The safety of road users cannot be underestimated. Safety and not just location must be the government’s priority 
when it identifies priority projects. Helga van Schoor and her three young children suffered extensive physical and 
mental injuries that will affect them for the rest of their lives following a crash on 7 April 2017. The family was 
travelling from Busselton to Mandurah when a car swerved into their lane one kilometre south of Capel. 

Ms R. Saffioti: What year was that? 

Ms L. METTAM: It was in 2017. 

Fortunately, there were no fatalities. Helga believes that dual lanes and a median strip could have prevented the 
vehicles from colliding head-on. The previous Liberal–National government allocated funds in the 2015–16 budget 
for stage 1 of this important project. This involved the completion of land acquisition, service relocations and 
environmental offsets. The Premier at that time had also made a commitment to continue to progress this important 
upgrade. I urge the minister to allocate funding through Main Roads Western Australia for the next stage of this 
critical project. It is also important to point out that Helga supported a petition that was tabled in the 
Legislative Assembly with over 4 000 signatures. The petition supports the progress of this important project. 

This week, I have written to the member for Collie–Preston because this project is of significant importance in his 
electorate and the electorate that I represent. The member for Collie–Preston, as the minister would be aware, is 
currently leading a committee with a considerable budget to grow jobs in his electorate. In light of the value of 
this project, I encourage the urgent consideration of this shovel-ready project as well, which will create at least 
100 jobs and undoubtedly improve road safety and support the south west region. The congestion on this road also 
has an impact on tourism and the visitor experience. Although the two-and-a-half-hour drive to Perth is something 
that many of us in the region have become used to, it is a significant barrier to the economic growth of the region. 
It is essential that we do anything we can to make the travel to and from this region safer and less stressful. 

During Labor’s election campaign the minister promised to focus on reducing the regional road toll with works across 
the state, promising to fix regional roads and also stating that the south west would get its fair share. This project 
should not be ignored. As I have stated previously, it has been identified by the RAC as one of the top 10 riskiest 
roads. I request that the minister prioritise this project through Main Roads Western Australia. Government funding 
for important projects should not stop in Liberal seats because there has been a change of government. The minister 
would recall that the Liberal–National government funded $50 million for the Coalfields Highway upgrade in 
Collie under our term of government; likewise, this important project should progress under a Labor government. 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [9.40 am]: Road trauma and road accidents affect 
many people in our community and we want to do everything we can to reduce that. The impact on families of 
accidents on our roads is long-lasting and I feel for all of those who are involved. As a government we are doing 
what we can to reduce road trauma on our roads through, for example, the work being undertaken through the road 
trauma trust fund under the Minister for Road Safety. It is something that we are very much focussed on. We have 
increased road spending this year, particularly in regional Western Australia. We agreed on a $55 million regional 
road safety package with the federal government and that is being spent in areas that are not Labor electorates. 
Can I say that it is an insult for the member for Vasse to stand up and say that I would allocate roads according to 
electorates. It is quite a silly thing to say, and not a nice thing to say in this house. The government takes advice 
from its agencies and it allocates accordingly. 

I know that traffic congestion is significant in that area. We all understand that that is the case. Work on the 
planning phase is underway. I will go through the work as follows. Land acquisition for stage 1 design is complete; 
stage 2 design will be completed later this year. Land acquisition for stage 1 has been completed and, as the 
member would know, sufficient service relocations and clearing has been undertaken. Stage 2 environmental 
approvals will be completed in the first quarter of 2019. The planning for the work is underway and Main Roads 
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has not stopped planning for the work. In fact, because of some of the geotech issues in that area, one of the issues 
is trying to get as much upfront work done as possible because it is quite complex in relation to the roads to surface. 
Planning is underway and planning will continue to be undertaken. 

If we get the funds for it, we will do that project; however, funds are tight. We have record regional road spending 
throughout WA. If it were up to me, I would fund many of the projects that people put forward, but we work in 
a tight budgetary setting and we will work to allocate those funds when they become available and when the 
processes allow that. As I said, I was insulted by what the member for Vasse said, so now I am going to make 
a political point. The former government had no funding for this project in eight and a half years. 

Ms L. Mettam: What about the Coalfields Highway—$50 million? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It had no funding in the forward estimates either. 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Vasse just stood up and said how the former government prioritised other 
roads. That is what the member said. 

Ms L. Mettam: And we progressed this road as well. It is shovel-ready. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I have told the member that it is not shovel-ready; planning is still underway. 

Ms L. Mettam: There you go. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The member for Vasse stood up and said that I am so political and that they did not progress 
this road because they did not see that it was a priority. They said that they prioritised other roads and they did not 
actually fund this road because they did not see this as a priority, and they did not have money in the forward 
estimates. If the member wants to come here and make those types of disgusting accusations — 

Several members interjected. 

Ms A. Sanderson: That is exactly what you did. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is what she did. 

Ms L. Mettam: That is not true. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Member for Vasse, can you listen in silence. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: She made the claim that we are not funding this because it is a Liberal seat; that is what she 
said. I find that disgusting. I have a $55 million road — 
Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I have spent a number of days out there in the wheatbelt and $55 million is being spent on 
regional road projects throughout the great southern. Indian Ocean Drive in the member for Moore’s electorate is 
an initiative that we undertook after what was happening on that road. It was a disgusting accusation. 

Ms L. Mettam: Oh well, I expect it to be supported then. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: It is a disgusting accusation and what you have said in this place is that despite being in 
government for eight and a half years and having forward estimates of another four, despite 12 and a half years of 
funding decisions, you did not believe this was a priority. And you want us to do it in a year? You had 12 and 
a half years of budgets — 

Ms L. Mettam interjected. 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Order! Member for Vasse, I call you. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Sorry, you made some claims and I sat here and I had to listen to what you were saying. Now 
it is my turn to respond to some of the claims that you made. That is what a grievance is. You stood up and made 
some claims that I was insulted by and felt sick in the stomach about. Now I am standing up — 
Ms L. Mettam: What—that the road is important? 

The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Vasse! 
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Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That we are not funding it because it is a Liberal seat—that is what the member said. 

Ms L. Mettam: I’m encouraging you to fund it. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: As a member of the previous government—I know she was not a member for eight years, but 
she was there for two or three years — 
Ms L. Mettam: No I wasn’t. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: How long? 
Ms L. Mettam: Barely a year. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: However long she was there, she had the opportunity to have it in the forward estimates. In 
a sense the previous Liberal government had 12 years of funding opportunities because it had the forward 
estimates. The member for Vasse has come in here and said that it is disgusting that I have not done something in 
a year. 
Ms L. Mettam: No I didn’t. 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is what the member said. I take this issue seriously. Should the funds become available, 
we will get the project done. In the meantime, we will finish the planning, because it is not shovel-ready as the 
member says, so that should the funds become available, we will be able to build it. That is what we do: we get 
projects ready and then we go and seek funding. Maybe the commonwealth might be able to provide something; 
we never know. I will be there, batting for road funding, because that is what I do, trying to get the projects ready 
and making sure that we fix roads throughout Western Australia. 
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